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1 . DRAWING ON POINTS REFTEL, AGATT DISCUSSED WITH 
AND DELIVERED MEMORANDUM TO SIR FREDERICK KEARNS, 
SECOND PERMANENT SECRETARY, MAFF, STRESSING THE EXTREME 
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VEGETABLE FATS AND OILS. HE REPLIED PROPOSAL WAS 
'ILL CONCEIVED AND WOULD NEVER HAPPEN." KEARNS CON- 
TINUED THAT MEASURE WOULD REQUIRE A RESOLUTION WHICH 
THE UK WOULD VETO IF NECESSARY. HOWEVER, HE BELIEVES 
THE PROPOSAL WILL BE TALKED DOWN BEFORE THAT BECOMES 
NECESSARY. 

2. IN ADDITION, ECON COUNSELOR RAISED THE PROBLEM 
WITH SIDNEY ABRAMSON, UNDER SECRETARY IN THE DEPT OF 
TRADE. (ROBIN GRAY, ABRAMSON'S SUPERIOR, WAS NOT IN 
TOWN.) ABRAMSON MILDLY TOOK ISSUE WITH TWO OF THE 
POINTS MADE IN REFTEL. HE CONTESTED THE CLAIM OF GATT 
IMPAIRMENT SINCE THE TAX WOULD AFFECT DOMESTIC AS WELL 
AS IMPORTED OILS AND FATS. SECONDLY, HE NOTED THAT 

THE OECD TRADE PLEDGE AND THE RAMB OUILLET DECLARATION 
HAD ALWAYS BEEN INTERPRETED AS NOT PRECLUDING ACTION 
IN A PARTICULAR AREA, AND HE CITED SPECIALTY STEEL AS 
A CASE IN POINT. HE WAS DISINCLINED TO PREDICT THE UK'S 
LINE, BUT SAID THE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CASE, 

WHICH WE STRESSED, WAS APPRECIATED, AND THAT WHAT 
LARDINOIS IS PROPOSING IS NOT REGARDED AS ONE OF THE 
BETTER WAYS TO DEAL WITH THE DAIRY PROBLEM. 

3. COMMENT: WE THINK KEARNS, AS THE SENIOR OF OUR TWO 
CONTACTS, AND AS AN OFFICIAL OF THE DEPARTMENT PRINCI- 
PALLY CONCERNED, IS THE MORE AUTHORITATIVE JUDGE OF WHAT 
THE UK WILL DO. ABRAMSON IS NOT ONLY FURTHER FROM THE 
PROBLEM; HE IS AN EXCESSIVELY CAUTIOUS CIVIL SERVANT. 

WE SHALL PURSUE THE SUBJECT WITH OTHER BRITISH CONTACTS 
AS THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES. 

SPIERS 
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